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Athletics is either this or that 
A response to This game theory is not that game theory written by Dr. CHEN Lu
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Abstract: The separation of the concept of game derived from etymology can’t be used as the foundation for defin-

ing the concept of athletics, while both play and game are not provided with the priority to define the concept of 

athletics. In the mean time, the complexity, variability and randomness of game meanings are proven again in the 

process of distinguishing the concept of “game”, hence game is not the most appropriate generic concept of athlet-

ics. Distinguishing the concept of game within this and that, and deconstructing the game itself, failed to enable ath-

letics to be constructed in terms of concept; while screening beyond the concept of game is really the rational way to 

resolve the ambiguity of the concept of athletics, and skill is provided with more priority in the definition of athlet-

ics. Differences between Chinese and western context make the concept of game ambiguous, obscure and multivo-

cal, the theory of the essence of athletics being not game, and the theory of the essence of athletics being skill, are 

conclusions drawn from the logical definition of athletics. 
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