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A comparison of sport economic development in UK and China 
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Abstract: The authors compared the current situations of development of sport economy in UK and China in terms 

of sports industrial value added, employee and consumption expenditure, and revealed the following findings: the 

importance of sports economy in national economy in UK is must greater than that in China; sport industry and 

consumption in China are mainly the manufacture and consumption of material commodities such as sports clothes, 

shoes and hats etc; first mover advantages possessed by UK, such as modern sports history, social welfare perform-

ance and economic industrial structure etc., are main causes for the differences in sports economic development 

between the two countries, but fundamentally sport economy development should be started with satisfying the 

sport needs of the vast majority of people. 
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1985
2006

1.54  0.38 
46.98

  4.84 
781.57

0.83  17.76 
154.34

 0.93  4.62 

2003
2007

6.35  4.69 
58.79

  11.84
1 008.87

2.44  72.38 
197.57

18.71 11.80 

2008
2008

9.47  5.03 
74.49

  14.68
1 230.10

3.48  86.36 
250.38

21.10 15.96

1) Economic Value of Sport in England (1985~2008) 2006~2008
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2003
2006

2.44  1.81 
11.78 

  4.43 
206.57

0.75 19.19
37.95

4.59 4.74

2005
2007

3.22  2.23 
13.32

  4.67 
229.20

0.93 19.67
41.22

5.16 5.12

2008
2008

4.17  2.04 
15.03

  5.56 
252.67

0.99 18.81
49.39

4.46 5.73

1) Economic Value of Sport in England(1985~2008) 2006~2008
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